Directions for sending letter to Speaker Karen Bass.

Thank you for participating in our letter writing campaign.

It is our hope that we can get at least one thousand letters to Speaker Bass by May 26th.

It will be very powerful for her to get letters faxed to her from around the state and from different phone numbers – personal letters are best, but we welcome signed copies of the sample letter.  If you already sent letters to Assemblymember Ira Ruskin, it is fine to send a new letter to Speaker Bass.

IMPORTANT: Please fax copies of what you sent to Karen Bass to UULM at 916 441-0015 or mail to UULM Action Network 717 K St. #514, Sacramento, CA 95814 – please indicate that it is a copy of a letter you already sent so we don’t deliver her a duplicate. We will use the copies to build the pile that the committee staffer uses to record the level of public input in their report to the Assembly.

Any letters signed after the 26th should be faxed directly to the UULM office and we will hand carry them over. 
Thanks so much!
UU Legislative Ministry Action Network and UU service Committee
The Honorable Karen Bass

Speaker of the Assembly

State Capitol, Room 219

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94248-0001

FAX: 916-319-2147
RE: Support AB 1242 (Ruskin-Jones)

Dear Speaker Bass:

As a Unitarian Universalist who supports both environmental sustainability and human rights, I am writing to add my voice to the chorus of those in strong support of AB1242,   as amended on May 4th, and the Human Right to Water. California has the chance to both make important change at home and lead the nation by clearly establishing our state’s commitment to the human right to water.

Climate change creates additional uncertainty in our water supply. The economic downturn puts even more families at financial risk. California will be well served by recognizing that access to sufficient clean, safe and affordable water for drinking, bathing, and cooking is a fundamental human right, essential to our health, the environment and the economy.

California is one of the largest economies in the world, but the water supply of more than 11.5 million Californians is at risk of violating state safety standards. At least 150,000 Californians lack safe water every day for drinking, bathing and washing dishes.

It is unconscionable that in a state as wealthy as California, families that cannot afford to purchase bottled water have no choice but to cook, wash dishes, and bathe their children in water they know could make their families sick.  In addition, impoverished Californians are subject to service disconnections because they cannot afford to pay their water bill. Unlike energy and phone service, there is no state lifeline rate to get the minimum water essential for daily living. Families who cannot pay their water bills, particularly in these hard economic times, risk losing their water service altogether. Seniors on fixed incomes, the unemployed, and low income families are all at risk. 

By establishing the right to water for basic human needs as State policy and doing so, and requiring that State Agencies comply, AB 1242 will ensure that future regulations, grant programs, and agency practices are designed to move California forward toward a day when everyone in California can confidently fill a glass of water from their tap and serve it to their families.

Thank you very much for your leadership and support of AB1242.

Sincerely,

Name;

Address:

City, State Zip:
